
The Ghatt Law Group      
2 Wisconsin Circle, Suite 700  
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815         
240-235-5028 (t) 301-476-4531 (f) 
www.ghattlawgroup.com  
jeneba@ghattlawgroup.com 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
         March 31, 2009 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
455 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20544 
 

Re: Report on Rural Broadband Strategy – GN Docket 09-29 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b), I am electronically providing this notice of an ex parte 
communication to report that I, counsel to iClick2Media, Inc. and AlphaStar International Inc, along with 
Malik Shakur, President of iClick2Media, and Michael Wahba of AlphaStar met with Melissa Kirkel, Matthew 
Warner, Jennifer Prime and William Kehoe of the Wireline Competition Bureau; and Peter Trachtenberg, 
Chelsea Fallon, Charles Mathias and Christine Clearwater of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau on 
March 27, 2009. 

 
During the meeting, Mr. Wahba and Mr. Shakur reiterated what was filed in their comments in the 

proceeding on Wednesday, March 25.  Specifically, they urged the members of the Commission charged with  
coordinating with the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Services to ensure that the 
interests of small businesses with unique technologies are given ample opportunity to apply and be considred for 
stimulus broadband grants and loans.  Specifically, Mr. Wahba expressed that if awarded, he hopes to relaunch 
his company AlphaStar to be a satellite backhaul service that would provide the answer to third party wireless 
and terrestrial broadband service providers wanting to link various aspects of their physical network together. 
Mr. Shakur shared that through a relationship with AlphaStar and using AlphaStar’s satellite backhaul, 
iClick2Media would be able to provide informational, entertainment and educational content to mobile devices 
to rural, unserved and underserved communities in remote areas. Mr. Wahba shared the attached articles with 
the staff members present. 

 
      Regards, 
       Jeneba Jalloh Ghatt  
      Jeneba Jalloh Ghatt  
      Counsel for iClick2Media, Inc. 
       And Alphastar International, Inc.  

http://www.ghattlawgroup.com
mailto:jeneba@ghattlawgroup.com
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A Hybrid Rural Delivery Network for
Broadband Stimulus AlphaStar(R) &
eTC Build Unique WiMAX 4G System

iNDEPENDENCE. Mo., March 12lPRNewswire! -- AJphaStar lnterruttional. Inc. and
Computers & Telc-CQmm. Inc., (eTC) announced today a unique joint venture to provide
ve:ry high speed WiMAX 4G services foc any area anyv.·here across .the entire USA.
According to eTC President. Graeme Gibson, "The Digital Divide just got smaller. Today
with this, annoLUlcement, rural areas with no access to broadband fiber finally have a
solution to getting cOIUlected at 4G spe:eds. Oll! mumaJly developed hybrid model takes
advantage of the AlphaSlar Teleport, a facility originally built by the U.S. government as
part of President Reagan'!; Star Wars initiative. AlphaStar (tour) can track any area of the
USA including Hawaii and US territories to deliver true 40 speeds. Costs are contaim:d
by usjng the satellite primarily for the backhaul of Lntemet bandwidth." Bandwidth is then
relayed by ground based WiMAX transmitte:r.,; although the system can also serve to
supply Metro WiFi systems or be used for mobile and maritime applications as well as
Disaster Recovery and hOlneland security purposes. low cost radios can be used rather
than a Two-way satellite receiver a! customer locations. The Teleport can also deliver
video and audio streaming. By caching the AV streams and large portions of the internet
locally at the WiMAX transmitter performance i.s drdmatica1ly improved at affordable
cost.

PreSident Obama approved over $7 billion to foster rural and accelerated~ broadband
infraSTructure. Gibson continued, "By partnering with AlphaStar, we can build complex
projects in arcas that nothing else can reach. The mlent of Congress was to make
broadband access available to the rural United States re:gardless of population d~nsities

and economic feasibiliry. This sySIe:m marries the go anywhere capability of direci
broadcast satellite backhauJ with eTC's low cost WiMAX distribution ofservices on the
ground, a perfect marriage for fast deployment and building bridges over the digital
divide." The partnership will help local government, companies, and organizations
applying for granTS and loans from the stimulus to make their funding go much further.
Jobn Wahba of AlphaStar pointed Qut "The: hybrid model can be deployed wilhin weeks
10 months (depending on scope), serves underserved and unserved a(l~a.s, and offers
immediate employment as intended by the legislation. The model is scalable and aJJow~

other rurallSP's to join the effort including wireless, rural Telco's and cable companies
and we welcome them to our partnership, I'

Organizations and groups call nQw download the c're authored Rural Reference ModeL
This model will help operators in their planning and budgeting process as it supplies
baseline I'efefences, technical capability, and integrmion with other syslems. Gibson

http://sev.pmewswire.com/computer-electronicsl200903121CG8. .. 3/3012009
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Tro\lbk is, you likely still nave to tkal with
the LEe or some other giant wireline
tdccom entity, also a compctilDr, 10 get a
connection 10 the I~et*kOOne.

Greenwhlch CT-b:tSCd TckCmssing.net., a
reincamn\on of Alphastar Int.ernational, the
dt:funct DTH (direct--to-home) satellite
broadca!>1er. is using a hybrid satellite and
fixed wirel~ss system to deliver end-to-eJld,
wire-free high-speed Internet sCTVir.c.

fmn:ler and presK&ent Mahmoud Wahba
claims the company's hybrid system

Onoofthe nice advant3p ofusillg tixc:d
wUd~s ror broadband;x;cess ifyou're an
ISP is that it gets you away from fegelling
DSL SC:TYices from the local exchange
carrier (LEe). who also just happens to be
your competitor.

BLlt now theu's a comptmy that promises $0

cui. ISPs free fOflwer fi'Q.m the \\online
carriers and all their hasslC$ and COmpel:itive
cOnflicts.

TelcCro~sing,nt:t is lallncllln~:I hylJrid
sat{'lIiiclli:o:~1 wireless !I(lllJt;QIl Ibat
b~'p:usell all t'l'irdiru~ wnnctlions ~nd
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provides the bandwidth of fiber and will be
more reliable and accessible than DSL or
cable. It can also make use of multicasting
tedmology to enable high-'luality streaming
media seI1liees.

Undividing the disltllfr.ncMsed
TeleCrossing is targeting "Internet ilIId
intranet users who are unserved,
underserved, dissatisfied with cable and
DSL or among the disenfranchised who fall
in the digital divide."

Unlike some other sateHite~basedInternet
services, this one is two-way, though
asymmetrical-that is, thcrers more
bandwidth coming down to the customr:r
site than going back up to the Net.

The frrst satellite-based services required-­
still require-subscribers to use v phone
line for the uplink.

Service range
TIu: entr)'-le'Vel service from TeleCrossing
is 384 Kbps down, 128 Kbps up, priced at
about $40 in most places-it will vary from
market to market.

The company also provides T1 connections
to buslnesS at competitive rates-Wahbll.
mentions a range of$3oo to $700. We're
betting that won't be competiri...e for long.

And It: can provide very high-speed
connlXtions--up to 155 Mbps. if the
demand is there----using single-ch.:mnel
poinHoLpoint satellite links.

Seeking partners
TeleCrossing is looking for ISP partners to
help it distribute the service across the
counby, allhough Wahba admits that some
details of how it will work with service
providers have yet to be worked out.

'''We have contacted a lot ofISPs," he sa.ys.
IJWe wanted to understand the market first.
We were ready to talk, but we have not
deployed {the service tIrrough an ISPJ yet."

The first ISP partner.> could be operational
within a month. though, he says. Some
negotiations arc down to nlcga1ese."
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The company has been opemting
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~xperimentalsystems from sev~n pOPs in
the northeast-In Connecticut, New York
City, New York state, and N~w lersey­
with about 350 customers up and running.
Technical !itrategy
It'!i currently using half a transponder on
GE·5. a General EleetricuoWllcd s.atcllitc
that covers North America. In terms of data
throughput, this provides about 15 Mb.

TeleCrossing also experimented
successfully with other satellite services,
including birds that give it global reach.
And it can buy more satellite capacity with
a phone call Wahoo. says.

"That's really the beauty of our system in
comparjSQI'l. to otheM who want to be in this
business--I won't name any names. They
put ~ateUites in the sky and hope they sell
the customers. For- us, demand comes first.
As we pick up the customers we go and get
the bandwidth_"

TelcCrossing uses satellite base ~tations in
each market and then distnbutes bandwidth
to end customers using frequency-hopping
spread spectrum wireless technolDgy
operating in the lJ-IlJicensed 2.4GBz band,

The company has experimented with a
number of radio equipment vendors
including Nokia and WaveLAN. Cisco is
also a major supplier of wireless equipment.

Growth projections
TcleCrossing expects to deploy zOO fixed
wireless distribution points by August 2001,
800 by the end of 2002. It's not clear how
many sateUitc base stations tltis involves,
and the company is guarded about where it
will deploy fIrst.

Financing so far is all intemal-"call it
fam.ily money," W4hba says. The company
recently :finalized a new business plan,
however, and is now actively talking to
outside investors. He will consider going
public ifthe market remains favorable.
Wahba gays.

Exploring partnership arrangements
How might TeleCrossing work with an ISP?
First., the company will supply al] the radio
and sMelJite network infrastructure itself. It
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is oonsidering a number of possible
business models.

Most will involve the ISP buying or leasing
gateway equipment worth bctwceTl SlO,OOO
and S15,OOO--although Wahba notes that if
an JSP ~n deliver a large enough
guaranteed customer base. his compaTlY wi 11
consider oovering these costs as welL

And it will consider modeh that involve the
ISP collecting revenues directly from the
customer and paying a fee based on
bandwidth used, or TelcCrossing billing the
customer and sharing revenues with the ISP.

As always in these columns, we're not
advocating Te1eCrossing over other
wireless alternatives for ISPs. Indeed, the
company's legacy offailurt in the D11I
market is no great recommendation.

But the end-t~ndwireless concept is at
least intriguing and it sounds like
TeleCrossing is uothing if not flexible in its
approach to dealing with JSP~. We figure
it's at least worth a look-see.

-End
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----
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Wednesday June 6. 7:33 am Ea$t~rnTime

Press Release

AlphaStar Provides Direct Backbone Connectivity Via
Satellite Broadband to ISP'S, Fixed Wireless Operators,
Cable TV, Rural Telco's, Office Buildings, Corporations and
Other Commercial Users

GREENWlCH, Conn.-(BUSINESS WIRE)-·June 6, 2001--AlphaStar International is providing
satellite broadband access direct to commercial and institutional users as part of the service
offerings by www.alphastar.com

The service is called SkvCmssinl! Direct and it provides access directlv from satellitc:s tQ dishe:.­
mounted at the user's premises. ShCTO:-ising provides "Broadband Backbone in The Sky" based
on the innm'ative and affordable tcclmology ofBand...idth-On-Demand ('"BOD"), rather than the
traditional and exnensive Single Chimncl Per Carrier tccbnology ("sepe"). SkvCrossing
provides an "Always On" twu WilY salellite broadband connection with speeds up to 33 Mhps
and beyond.

The SkyCcossing Direct Service:

targets geographical area.:; that are llllSeryed and underserved bv terrestrial net\!lwks.
SkyCrossing connects the unconnected,

provides redundancy and hack up to miniary fiber cotulcetions in areas where landlines are
available, SkyCrossing protects the connect~d,

avoids the congested terrestrial network and the landline local loop,

allows for deploved within d<l.Ys wjth niaxiffillIn fle~ibility and minimum cost.

Many broadband providers find themselves bctv.'-ccn a rock and a hard place dependent on their
coUWetitOTS for buckbone C(mnectivity_ The r~ult, as witnessed during the last few months is that
bQth the brOpdband pmvideTS and their customers suITer. SkvCrossing provides the answer bv
b)'passing fiber and ,Phone companies entirely, from the first mile to the last mile, SkyCrossing
pTQvidcs full service solutions to corporations. office buildinl"TS, MDl,J's, government agencies,
non-profit ()fganizatio~.educational institutions. fIXed wireless and MMDS operators. cable TV
MSQ's. rural TeleQ'S. ISP's and ASP's among others,
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SkyCrossing is available v.jthin the tQQtDrigt of General Electric Amcncom satellite GE-5 and
GE-o covering the USA, Canada. Latin /\.mgrica and the Caribbeall_ tater this summer the
service will include Europe, the Middle East and !).frica, SkyCrossing can I;OVer the entire globe
with one satellite hop.

SkyCrossing pricing is both lair and innovative. Most satellite data carriers today offer prices
based on SCPC technology and the customers pay fOT bandwidth whether they use it or not. This
is waste ofsatel1itc bandwidth and money. SkyCrossing pricing is based on the new BOD
technology that prices on actual use only. Why pay for a whole loaf, when you only need a slice'?
And 'Nh.... should <lTI average lL'ler ~ubsidize a l1eavy user?

SkyCrossing Direct basic packages start at speeds up to 512 kbps downstream and 128khps
upstream with an allotment or2GB per monlh fOr $299 per month. Customer pavs incrementally.
per one MJ3 for any bandwidth \1St;: in ex:cess of the monlhly allotment. Other packages with
higher data rates and volumes are also available. Service packages and prices are p9sted at:
w-ww.skvcrnssing.nct.

SkyCrossing's mi.~.'lion is to be the most innovative and least cost satellite broadband proyider. In
August 2000, SkyCr~)ssingdeployed an innovative residential 2-way satcilitc broadband service.
SkyCrQssiIJg is expanding it5 residenlial service hy deploying in live additional markets. The
residential service is based on a hvbrid model integrating satellite broadhand as a backbone and
lhed wirele~s as the final mile. SkyCrossi.ng residential service is priced at $49_99 per month
\,~th speeds up to 512 kbps downstream.!144 kbps uQS!:rc?UD.

SkyQ:ossing is the lowest cost satellite broadband provider Wday with the lOWest risk. Recent
ne....'S reports indicate that many oflhe projects announced to provide satellite broadband
sometime in the future and requiring billions ofdollars to deploy and operate, are havine.
difficult\' finding financial sponsors. SkyCrossing does not belieye in the notion that" when ypu
huild it, they will come". SkyCrossing's system is designed to minimize risk, as costs are rather
low and incremental by design, therefore customer demand precedes capital expenditures, and
Qpe.ratill~ costs. Furthermore, SkyCrossing is providing satellite broadband service today, not
yeatS in the future,

ttlcp0r1@'3IphI\SUlr.wm

\llVW,lllphasta... ("om
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AlphaStaJ:" Demonstmte A BJ:"oadband NetwoJ:"k IntegJ:"ating
Two-way Satellite with Cisco Winless Technology

ATLANTA--(BUSINESS WlRE)--June 5, 2DOO--AlphaStar InternationaL (
www.alphastar.c.,m)

(Greenwich, eT) nnnounced the suc<::essful completion ofa demonstration ofan Internet
8madband network integrating two-way satellite and 'Wireless local access. The demonstration
integrated AlphaStar's 'tYIo-way satellite global coverage with Cisco System's wireless
technology.

Last month, All?haStar announced the deployment of a high speed Internet and intnwet
broadband network called www,tlJphastar.cQmTelcCro§singIntroducedahyhridtechnology
integrating for the first timc two-way satellite glohal coverage with a network ofwireless IQC31
access hubs. IeleCrossing provides Iniernet brQadband access tnat is always QU, dedicated and
fully interactive 'With high speed up to 32 Mbps in an increment or traction on Mbps,
symmetrical Qr asymmetrical.

TeleCm.'<sing began deployment and marketing in selective residential and business market",_ Ay
the end of the year 2000 the company will deplov 400 wireless local hubs and connect them all
together via satelJjte 3S one network. According to Mahmoud Wphba, president and fQunder of
TeleCrossing, "The pace or deployment will accelerate dramati~lly (0 the following Years and
will include a major global expansiQn." Wahoo. states further. "The services will be price
competitive with DSL and Cable modem for both business and re~idential [ntemet users, In some
markets the monthly fees will start a'llow 3.,'1 $29.95 without additional payments for local
Internet acce:;s." All the 5ubscriber ,weds is a radio antenna cOMcetcd bva small modem to
desktop computers. laptQPs. seHop boxes. printers. tax machines or scanners. All high-speed
brQadband applications will be available including stn:arning, multimedia and video au demand
(YOU). WahQa slates. "The Company is seeking strategic partners t(1 offer the services via
handheld i1Ild mohile computing and entertainment devices."

Intcgrating satellites with wireless local acce~~ has many advantages. The network covers both
~lobal and local geographical areas anywhere. It originates. ac:gregatcs and distributes both
global and local COntent at trulv high soced uploading and downloading_ TeleCTossing can be
4!mloyl:u quickly 'With flexibility and affQrdability. The all wiTeless network allows mobility of
'.T.I.temet access and the use of computing and entertainment handheld do2ces for future grov.1:h.
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TeleCrossjng bypasses the congested terrestrial backbone and the phone carriers entirely. The
Detwork offers a d~dicated privlJle and secure line to each Internet user. Additionallv. for intran&t
llJld business users. TeleCr9ssjr~Qffers several cootjguratiQns of Yinual Private Networl; fVPN)
that can be em.-ryptcd and eompletel" secured by the ll<;C ofconditiQna] acces...... T .....o-way-SAtclli'te
\.l,'>eS a small dish at the "'irel;s,s local bub to send and ro;ejvc broadhand content without the
need for the phone line for a return path, IeleCroS91nl! eliminates the need for a residentlal
tiitcUite dish on the roof or the ground of the wbscn'bcr's home. As a rc;sult the nelw(lrk CM be
installed at the subscriber's homc casHy und requires little or no maintePance (Say goodbve 10 the
residential satellite dish everyv,iherc!)

IelcCrossiml offers an immediate and more reliable alternative to cable IDQdem and DSL in
urOOn_ sybwban and rural W<lrkets. TeleCro~sing marketing obiectives arc to target Internet and
intranet usgs who are a) unser,,¢, b) undersen..etI. c) dissatisfiw with cable or PSL ~r\'·iccsor,
d) Ihe disenfranchised who fall in the diajlal djvide. Cable ~nrl@tCSonly 64% of American
Imuseholds while pSt can ogly reach one Wed of jnternet users due to distance limitatjous.
I~leCrossirJgcan re0ch geobT<lnhjcallv remote areas or areas that Bre rendered vjnually remote
due to the lack or insufficiency of fiber and cable DCtwork, whether these be urban. suburban and
!JJ1al areas, for example" many of the suburbs of New YOlk Citv are rendered virtually remute
hccauS(: of the weakness Qfthe fiber or cable infrastructure, TO' to ~l DSL in parts of
Grct:llwjeb, CT or use cable after 6 pm in Scan;dalA NY, or Eon J.&e. NJ, Some of the Inlemct
users in well'SCf\'ed mmtcts are concerned w-ith sharing bandwidth with their neiMbors and the
oossible breach of :::eclirity or privacy when they usc cable modem. pSL user;;, on the other llill1d.
are concerned with the complexity of wire lnstnllation the cntanglement with the phone
tQmrnmies l:!pd sneed fluetuations and unpredictability. At the olher extreme. a recent srodv
showed that in the US-A, there are 12 Slates that are at the risk offalling behind the TeSlllfJhe
couom' du~ to the lack or fiber hubs fllT broadband a1Xess. 'lky were named the "Discono~ied

Dozen," n>ey include the state!; ofAlabama.. ArkaQSHS. Idaho. 1Q\\'a. Maine. Montana. New
Hamp!';hjrc North DMota. Oklahoma. South Dakota, West Virginia Md Wyomin~Mom.
countrie;; gfthc world lack a terrestrial backbone and cannot deploy jI, TcleCm~sing Can provide
an immediate and eronomici\l broadband solution [0 these ·'disconnected" markets both in the
t:SA and globallv,

About AlnhaStar International

AlphaSlaf is one of the original fQur Dircet~To-Homc corm :>atellite tel..,,;!rion broadca<iting
(:ornpanics, including DirecTV. Echo Star, PrimcStar and AlohaStar. The company noW
specializes in InLt:mel and. j[ltgnet j3,oadbandronlcnt originution.lWgregatioo. multimedia data
sto12ge, s,lreaming media scryices and distribution vja both fiber and satellite live 24n orgD

ikm"'d,
AlphaSt.lJ"s relc:pon. located in Qxford, Connecticut 00 tv.'elve acres is olle ofonly a doun Ku·
band facilitic;1' jn the world specializing in video and multimedia with extensive capacity and
scalability. (For a view go to lour Qur tdeport, v.ww.tcleCTQssjng.net.) The teleport allows the
Downlinking and Uplinking ol'satcllite feeds using Ku, C bjmds and Vsat COMectjQnS and the
reception via a small dish, Additionally. the telepon is connected b\' 24 dark fibers to the
terrestrial backbone or'thc Internet ullowin~ the delivcrv ofmultIDle terabit and beyond. The
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teleport has been fully licensed by lhe FCC sinl;c J996. The tclcoort cannOt be replicated without
spending ttD$ of million.. of dollars ard cQn~dt:rablctime to ohtaig zoning permit..;; i1f)d
constructioD. CIT;31ing an immediate barrier to entry. Built on a m01mtajntQQ as part ofPresLdcnt
Rcarran's "Star Wars~ program. it \vas jDlcnded w:iginallv to protect the US by tracking the
lilnner Soviet Union's salclljres. As a res!ll[ lhc tclepon is geographically located where it can
dQwnlink and uplink satellite 'eros from mO:'i1 countrio;s around the gLobe. The TelePllnjs
capable Qfhroadcasting and litreaming tens Qftho~ands oflV and multimedia channels and
Illi!vjdin~ nllle1eporl services and Internet broadband applications.
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